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Q1

Does ENMAX charge extra to add a separate meter for a basement suite or can
you just split the bill?

ENMAX does charge for installing a separate meter for a basement suite, but many homeowners find it

worthwhile for the long-term benefits of separate billing and tenant responsibility.

Installing a separate electrical meter for your basement suite involves several costs through ENMAX. You'll pay for

the new meter installation (typically $300-600), plus any required electrical panel upgrades and wiring modifications

by a licensed electrician. The total project cost usually ranges from $1,500-4,000 depending on your home's

existing electrical setup and how much new wiring is needed to create separate circuits for the suite.

The main advantage of separate metering is clear billing separation — your tenant pays their own electricity

bill directly to ENMAX, eliminating disputes about usage and simplifying your rental management. This is especially

valuable in Calgary where winter heating costs can be substantial. Many landlords find that tenants are more

conscious about energy usage when they're paying the bill directly.

However, you cannot simply "split the bill" on a single meter. ENMAX bills the account holder (you) for all

electricity used on that meter. If you keep one meter, you'll need to estimate the tenant's portion or include utilities

in the rent. Some landlords use sub-meters (installed by the tenant's electrical panel) to track usage, but these

aren't read by ENMAX — you'd still receive one bill and calculate the split yourself.

For the electrical work, you'll need a licensed electrician and electrical permits through the City of Calgary.

The electrician will install a separate panel for the suite with its own main breaker, run new circuits for the suite's

outlets and lighting, and coordinate with ENMAX for the meter installation. All work must be inspected by an

accredited Safety Codes Officer.

Consider your rental strategy before deciding. If you plan to include utilities in the rent anyway, the separate

meter may not be worth the upfront cost. But if you want tenants responsible for their own utilities, separate

metering provides clean separation and can actually increase your property's rental appeal to responsible tenants

who prefer controlling their own utility costs.

Contact ENMAX at 403-514-3000 to discuss the specific requirements for your property and get current pricing for

meter installation.

---

Find a Basement Renovations Contractor

Calgary Construction Network connects you with experienced contractors in the directory:
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Goldray Glass ?

Bracha Concrete & Coatings Inc. ?

SOILWORX Septic ?

Browse all contractors ?

Q2

Is it worth adding a secondary kitchen in the basement for a legal suite in Marda
Loop, or does that trigger full suite permitting?

Adding a secondary kitchen in your Marda Loop basement will absolutely trigger full secondary suite

permitting requirements — there's no way around this in Calgary. Once you install cooking facilities, the City

considers it a secondary dwelling unit regardless of how you label it.

Full Secondary Suite Requirements

When you add a kitchen to create a legal secondary suite in Calgary, you're looking at comprehensive permitting

that includes both a development permit and building permit. The kitchen itself isn't just about appliances — it

triggers fire separation requirements, separate electrical panels, upgraded HVAC systems, and egress windows in

all bedrooms. You'll need fire-rated drywall extending to the underside of the main floor subfloor,

interconnected smoke alarm systems throughout both units, and a separate entrance (which may require exterior

modifications in Marda Loop's heritage-sensitive area).

The permitting process typically takes 8-12 weeks and costs $3,000-$6,000 in fees alone, before any construction

begins. Your basement must meet minimum ceiling height requirements (1.95m or 6'5"), have proper egress

windows in bedrooms, and include a full bathroom. Most Marda Loop homes from the 1940s-1960s will need

electrical panel upgrades from 100A to 200A service to handle the additional load.

Marda Loop Considerations

Marda Loop's inner-city location makes it prime territory for secondary suites — rental demand is strong and you're

close to the Marda Loop shopping district and Bow River pathways. However, many heritage-character homes in

the area present challenges. Older foundations may need underpinning to achieve proper ceiling heights, and

the neighborhood's mature trees and narrow lots can complicate separate entrance requirements. Some properties

may fall under heritage inventory guidelines that restrict exterior modifications.

Financial Reality Check
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A legal secondary suite renovation in Marda Loop typically runs $60,000-$120,000 depending on existing

conditions and finish level. This includes kitchen installation ($15,000-$35,000), bathroom addition ($18,000-

$30,000), fire separation, electrical upgrades, HVAC modifications, flooring, and permits. However, legal suites in

Marda Loop can rent for $1,400-$2,000+ monthly, making the investment worthwhile for most homeowners.

Professional Path Forward

Start with a consultation from a contractor experienced in Calgary secondary suites who can assess your

basement's suitability. They'll identify potential deal-breakers like insufficient ceiling height, foundation issues, or lot

coverage problems before you invest in design. Apply for your development permit first through

calgaryplanningpermit.ca — this confirms the suite is allowed on your specific property and establishes parking and

entrance requirements.

Don't consider an unpermitted "basement kitchen" — Calgary actively enforces suite regulations, and insurance

won't cover unpermitted dwelling units. The investment in proper permitting protects your property value and

ensures tenant safety in Calgary's challenging climate conditions.

---

Find a Kitchen Renovations Contractor

Calgary Construction Network connects you with experienced contractors in the directory:

Garage Suites ?

Premium Built Structures ?

NorthernShield Insulation ?

Browse all contractors ?

Q3

Since Calgary changed the secondary suite zoning rules, can we add a
basement suite in Woodbine without rezoning?

Yes, you can add a basement suite in Woodbine without rezoning. Calgary's blanket rezoning to the

Residential Grade-Oriented (R-CG) district allows secondary suites city-wide, including established communities

like Woodbine.
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Under Calgary's current zoning rules, secondary suites are permitted as-of-right in all residential districts, including

the R-CG district that now covers most of Calgary's residential areas. This means you don't need to apply for a

rezoning or discretionary use — secondary suites are an allowed use. However, you still need to go through the

proper permit process to ensure your suite meets all safety and building code requirements.

The permit process involves two key steps: First, you'll need a development permit from the City of Calgary,

which you can apply for online at calgaryplanningpermit.ca. This typically takes 6-8 weeks to process and ensures

your suite complies with zoning requirements like parking, unit size, and entrance locations. Second, you'll need

building permits for any construction work — electrical, plumbing, framing, and a general building permit. The

building permit process ensures your suite meets Alberta Building Code requirements for fire separation, egress,

ceiling heights, and life safety systems.

Alberta Building Code requirements for basement suites are strict and non-negotiable. Your suite must have

proper fire separation (typically 5/8" drywall on the ceiling between floors), egress windows in all bedrooms that

meet minimum size requirements, interconnected smoke alarms throughout the house, separate electrical panels or

sub-panels, and minimum ceiling height of 1.95 meters (6'5"). The suite also needs a separate entrance, though it

can be internal stairs if properly designed. Many Woodbine homes from the 1970s-1980s have good basement

ceiling heights, but you'll need to verify yours meets the minimum.

Typical costs for a basement suite conversion in Calgary range from $60,000 to $120,000, depending on the

existing conditions and finish level. This includes permits, electrical work (often requiring a panel upgrade from

100A to 200A service), plumbing for a bathroom and kitchen, framing, insulation, drywall, flooring, and all finishes.

The return on investment is strong — basement suites in Woodbine typically rent for $1,200-$1,800 per month

depending on size and finishes.

Next steps: Start by having a contractor assess your basement to confirm ceiling heights, electrical capacity, and

structural conditions. Then apply for your development permit while planning the construction details. All electrical,

plumbing, and gas work must be done by licensed contractors and inspected by certified City of Calgary Safety

Codes Officers.

---

Find a Basement Renovations Contractor

Calgary Construction Network connects you with experienced contractors in the directory:

Amar Homes Inc ?

Aloko Construction Group ?

Keystone Exteriors ?
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Browse all contractors ?
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Q4

My neighbor built a backyard suite 3 feet from the lane - I thought R-CG required
a 5-foot setback. Who do I call?

Your neighbor may be violating Calgary's setback requirements for backyard suites, which typically require

a minimum 1.5-meter (5-foot) setback from the rear lane. You should contact the City of Calgary's bylaw

enforcement to investigate this potential violation.

The City of Calgary's R-CG (Residential Grade-Oriented) district rules do require specific setbacks for backyard

suites (also called garage suites or laneway suites). While the exact setback can vary based on the specific site

conditions and any variances that may have been granted, the standard requirement is typically 1.5 meters (5 feet)

from the rear lane. A 3-foot setback would likely be non-compliant unless your neighbor received a specific

variance through the development permit process.

Contact Calgary's Bylaw Services at 311 or file a complaint online at calgary.ca. Bylaw officers will investigate

whether the structure was built according to the approved development permit and building permit. They'll measure

the actual setbacks and compare them to what was approved. If there's a violation, the City can issue a stop-work

order (if construction is ongoing) or require modifications to bring the structure into compliance.

Before calling, gather some basic information: Note the address, take photos showing the distance from the

suite to the lane (if you can do so from public property), and document when construction occurred. The City will

need this information to investigate effectively. Keep in mind that your neighbor may have received a development

variance through the Subdivision and Development Appeal Board (SDAB) that allowed a reduced setback, though

this would be unusual and would have required public notification.

Understanding the process: When someone applies for a backyard suite development permit, neighboring

property owners are typically notified and have the opportunity to object. If you didn't receive notification, this could

indicate the permit process wasn't followed properly. The City maintains records of all development permits and

variances, which bylaw officers can access during their investigation.

What happens next: If a violation is confirmed, the property owner will be required to either modify the structure to

meet setback requirements or apply for a variance retroactively (which may or may not be approved). In extreme

cases, the City can order the structure to be demolished, though they typically work with property owners to find

compliance solutions first.

Contact Calgary Bylaw Services at 311 to file your complaint and let the professionals investigate whether proper

permits were obtained and setback requirements were met.

---
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Find a General Contractors Contractor

Calgary Construction Network connects you with experienced contractors in the directory:

SMS Appliances Inc. ?

Calgary Custom Concepts ?

Earl's Paintworks ?

Browse all contractors ?

Q5

What's the timeline for getting a secondary suite permit approved in Calgary?
I've heard it's 6-8 weeks minimum?

Secondary suite permits in Calgary typically take 6-12 weeks for approval, with your 6-8 week estimate

being on the optimistic side for most applications. The timeline depends on whether you're adding a new

secondary suite or legalizing an existing one, plus the complexity of your specific situation.

The City of Calgary requires a development permit for secondary suites, which you apply for through the online

portal at calgaryplanningpermit.ca. Simple applications with no variances needed and compliant properties can

move through in 6-8 weeks, but most homeowners should plan for 8-12 weeks. If your application requires

variances (parking, setbacks, or other zoning relaxations), add another 4-8 weeks to the timeline.

Common delays include incomplete applications, missing documentation, or the need for additional information

from your consultant. The City will put your application "on hold" until you provide what's needed, which stops the

clock on processing time. Make sure your application includes detailed floor plans, site plans showing parking

spaces, and confirmation that the suite meets all Alberta Building Code requirements for fire separation, egress

windows, and ceiling heights.

Calgary's secondary suite requirements are straightforward but strict: separate entrance, minimum 1.95m (6'5")

ceiling height throughout, egress windows in bedrooms, proper fire separation between units, and interconnected

smoke alarms. You'll also need to demonstrate adequate parking - typically two spaces per dwelling unit, though

some inner-city areas have relaxed parking requirements.

After development permit approval, you'll need building permits for any construction work (electrical, plumbing,

structural modifications). These are separate applications that can run concurrently or after your development

permit is approved. Electrical and plumbing permits are issued by certified Safety Codes Officers employed by the
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City of Calgary system, not directly by the City.

Pro tip: Hire a consultant experienced with Calgary secondary suite applications. They know exactly what the City

wants to see and can help avoid the back-and-forth that extends timelines. The upfront cost of professional

drawings and application preparation typically saves weeks of delays and revision requests.

Start your application as early as possible - don't wait until you're ready to start construction. You can begin the

permit process while finalizing your renovation plans and contractor selection.

---

Find a General Contractors Contractor

Calgary Construction Network connects you with experienced contractors in the directory:

Qualitec Distributors ?

Makki Demolition ?

Cupboards Express ?

Browse all contractors ?

Q6

Adding a 400 sq ft suite above my garage in Legacy - does it count toward the
85 sq m backyard suite limit?

Yes, a 400 sq ft (37 sq m) suite above your garage would count toward Calgary's 85 sq m (915 sq ft)

backyard suite limit, and you'd be well within the allowable size.

In Calgary's zoning bylaw, backyard suites include garage suites — any secondary dwelling unit located in an

accessory building on your property. Whether it's a standalone garden suite, a suite above an existing garage, or a

new garage with suite above, they all fall under the same backyard suite regulations. Your proposed 400 sq ft suite

is actually quite modest compared to the maximum allowed size.

Legacy is zoned R-1 (Residential - Contextual One Dwelling), which permits backyard suites as a discretionary

use. This means you'll need both a development permit and building permit from the City of Calgary. The

development permit process typically takes 6-12 weeks and involves neighbor notification — adjacent property

owners can provide input on your application. Since Legacy is a newer community with established design

guidelines, the City will review your proposal for compatibility with the neighborhood character.
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Key requirements for your garage suite project include maintaining setbacks from property lines (typically 1.2m

from side/rear), ensuring adequate parking remains on-site, and meeting building code requirements for a separate

dwelling unit. The suite must have its own entrance (can be external stairs), egress windows in bedrooms, fire

separation from the garage below, and interconnected smoke alarms. Kitchen and bathroom facilities are required

to qualify as a dwelling unit rather than just a bonus room.

Budget considerations for a 400 sq ft garage suite typically range from $80,000-$150,000 in Calgary, depending

on finishes and whether you're building new or converting existing space above a garage. This includes structural

modifications, insulation, electrical (200A service upgrade often needed), plumbing rough-in, HVAC extension,

interior finishes, and separate entrance construction. Add development permit fees ($1,500-$3,000) and building

permit fees based on construction value.

Start by applying for your development permit through calgary.ca or calgaryplanningpermit.ca. You'll need site

plans showing the suite location, floor plans, and elevations. Once approved, proceed with detailed construction

drawings for your building permit application.

---

Find a General Contractors Contractor

Calgary Construction Network connects you with experienced contractors in the directory:

AJ WROUGHT IRON SECURITY & ORNAMENTAL ?

Calgary Garage Door Fix ?

Allstar Insulation Ltd. ?

Browse all contractors ?
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Q7

How do you properly vent a bathroom exhaust fan in a basement suite to meet
code in Calgary without cutting through the roof?

Basement bathroom exhaust fans must vent directly to the exterior through a wall or window well — never

into the basement ceiling, attic space, or through interior walls. This is a critical code requirement under the

Alberta Building Code that protects against moisture damage and mold growth.

For basement suites in Calgary, you have several compliant venting options that don't require roof penetration. The

most common approach is horizontal wall venting through the foundation wall above grade. The exhaust fan

connects to rigid or flexible ductwork that runs horizontally to an exterior wall termination. The wall cap should be

positioned at least 3 feet from any window, door, or air intake, and must include a backdraft damper to prevent cold

air infiltration during Calgary's brutal winters.

Window well venting is another popular solution for basement bathrooms. The ductwork can terminate through

the foundation wall into a window well, provided the termination point is above the well's drainage level and

protected from snow accumulation. This works particularly well in Calgary's deep window wells, but requires careful

weatherproofing and a quality wall cap rated for below-grade installation.

If horizontal venting isn't feasible due to layout constraints, you can run ductwork vertically through interior walls to

terminate through an upper-level exterior wall. However, this requires careful planning to avoid structural members

and must maintain proper slope for condensation drainage. Never terminate into a soffit, attic, or crawl space —

this violates the Alberta Building Code and creates serious moisture problems in Calgary's extreme temperature

swings.

Calgary's climate considerations make proper venting even more critical. The extreme temperature differential

between heated indoor air and outdoor conditions (often 50°C+ difference in winter) creates significant

condensation potential. Use insulated ductwork for any runs through unheated spaces, and ensure the exterior

termination includes a quality backdraft damper to prevent frozen condensation from blocking airflow.

For secondary suites, this work requires both electrical and building permits through the City of Calgary. The

exhaust fan must be on a dedicated circuit, and the installation needs inspection by accredited Safety Codes

Officers under Alberta's safety codes system. Most installations also require HVAC permits if connecting to existing

ductwork systems.

Professional installation is strongly recommended for basement suite exhaust fans. Licensed contractors

understand Calgary's specific challenges with foundation drilling, proper slope requirements, and weatherproofing

techniques for our freeze-thaw cycles. They'll also ensure compliance with the 50 CFM minimum airflow
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requirement and proper electrical connections with GFCI protection.

The typical cost for professional basement bathroom exhaust fan installation ranges $800-$1,500 in Calgary,

including the fan, ductwork, exterior termination, and permits. This investment protects against thousands in

potential moisture damage while ensuring your secondary suite meets all safety codes requirements.

---

Find a Bathroom Renovations Contractor

Calgary Construction Network connects you with experienced contractors in the directory:

Aloko Construction Group ?

Kvint Construction Ltd ?

SnoMow ?

Browse all contractors ?

Q8

My basement suite tenant says the ceiling is only 6'9 - can I get retroactive
approval, or do I need to dig down?

Your basement suite likely doesn't meet current Alberta Building Code requirements and cannot get

retroactive approval. The minimum ceiling height for habitable rooms in basement suites is 1.95m (6'5"), but your

6'9" ceiling suggests this suite was developed before current codes or without proper permits.

The real issue isn't just ceiling height - it's whether your suite was legally developed with proper permits and

inspections. Unpermitted basement suites are a serious liability in Calgary, affecting your insurance coverage,

property value, and legal protection. If there's ever a fire, injury, or other incident, your insurance may refuse

coverage for an illegal suite, leaving you personally liable for damages.

You cannot simply get retroactive approval for an unpermitted suite in Calgary. The City requires all basement

suites to go through the proper development permit and building permit process, which includes inspections for fire

separation, egress windows, electrical safety, and structural adequacy. Even if your ceiling height technically meets

the 6'5" minimum, there are dozens of other code requirements that likely weren't addressed during an unpermitted

conversion.
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Digging down (underpinning) is extremely expensive - typically $150-$400 per linear foot in Calgary's

challenging clay soils, plus you'd need to completely rebuild the basement. For most homes, this costs $80,000-

$200,000+, making it financially impractical compared to the suite's rental income.

Your best options are to bring the suite up to current standards through proper permitting (addressing all

code deficiencies, not just ceiling height) or convert it back to unfinished basement space. Start by calling 311

to discuss your situation with the City of Calgary. They may work with you on a compliance timeline, but they won't

ignore an illegal suite indefinitely.

Next steps: Contact a contractor experienced with basement suite legalization to assess what's required for

compliance, get quotes for the necessary work, and decide whether the investment makes financial sense. Browse

verified contractors familiar with Calgary's basement suite requirements in our directory. Don't delay - unpermitted

suites become more expensive to fix over time, and the liability risks are significant.

---

Find a Basement Renovations Contractor

Calgary Construction Network connects you with experienced contractors in the directory:

Alpine Exteriors siding and roofing ?

Dedicated Electrical Services ?

Royland Stucco ?

Browse all contractors ?

Q9

Can I convert my detached garage into a laneway suite in Sunnyside, or are
there flood restrictions?

Converting a detached garage to a laneway suite in Sunnyside is technically possible under Calgary's

zoning rules, but flood restrictions will likely prevent it. Sunnyside is located in the Bow River floodway and is

subject to strict flood mitigation requirements that typically prohibit habitable spaces below the flood construction

level.

Flood Restrictions in Sunnyside
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Sunnyside sits directly in the Bow River floodway and was severely impacted by the 2013 Calgary flood. The City of

Calgary has implemented strict flood mitigation policies for this area. Any new residential construction or

conversion must be built above the designated flood construction level (FCL), which varies by specific

location but is typically several feet above existing grade in Sunnyside.

Most existing detached garages in Sunnyside were built at grade level, well below the required flood construction

level. This means you would likely need to either:

Raise the entire structure above the FCL (extremely expensive and often not feasible)

Build a new structure on an elevated foundation

Potentially flood-proof the structure to meet City requirements

The Bow River flood fringe designation covers much of Sunnyside, and the City requires detailed flood

impact assessments for any new residential development in these areas.

Laneway Suite Requirements

If flood restrictions weren't an issue, your garage conversion would need to meet Calgary's backyard suite

(laneway suite) requirements:

Maximum 85 square meters (915 square feet)

Maximum 2 storeys

Must remain on the same property title as the main house

Requires both a development permit and building permit

Must meet Alberta Building Code requirements for residential occupancy

Separate electrical service or proper electrical separation from the main house

Proper insulation, heating, plumbing, and fire separation

Next Steps

Contact the City of Calgary's flood resilience team first at 311 or through calgary.ca to determine the exact

flood construction level for your property. You'll need a site-specific flood assessment before any planning can

proceed. The City's Planning Department can also confirm current zoning restrictions for your specific lot.

If flood restrictions make conversion impossible, consider alternative uses for your garage that don't require

residential occupancy - such as a workshop, studio, or storage space that can be designed to handle periodic

flooding.
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Find structural engineers and architects experienced with Calgary flood regulations in our directory -

you'll need professional expertise to navigate both the flood requirements and the laneway suite development

process.

---

Find a General Contractors Contractor

Calgary Construction Network connects you with experienced contractors in the directory:

Bow Valley Climate Management Ltd ?

Aurora Electrical Technologies ?

2 Sons Excavating Ltd. ?

Browse all contractors ?
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Q10

Can you put a secondary suite in a bi-level house, or does the ceiling height not
meet code?

Yes, you can absolutely put a secondary suite in a bi-level house in Calgary, and ceiling height is typically

not an issue. Most bi-level homes built from the 1960s onward have basement areas with 7-8 foot ceilings, which

easily meet Alberta's minimum requirement of 1.95 meters (6 feet 5 inches) for habitable rooms in secondary

suites.

Understanding Bi-Level Layout Advantages

Bi-level homes are actually excellent candidates for secondary suites because they're designed with the lower level

as livable space rather than a traditional basement. The lower level typically has larger windows, better natural light,

and ceiling heights of 7.5-8 feet or more. This makes creating a comfortable, code-compliant suite much easier than

in homes with traditional basements.

The key is that your lower level needs to meet all secondary suite requirements under the Alberta Building Code,

not just ceiling height. You'll need proper egress windows in each bedroom (minimum opening of 0.35 square

meters with no dimension less than 380mm), fire separation between the suite and main dwelling (typically 1/2"

drywall to the underside of the subfloor above), and interconnected smoke alarms throughout both units.

Calgary-Specific Requirements and Process

In Calgary, secondary suites are permitted city-wide, but you'll need a development permit from the City of

Calgary even if you're not changing the exterior. The suite must have a separate entrance (can share a common

vestibule), adequate parking (typically one space per suite), and meet setback requirements if you're adding

exterior stairs or entrances.

Your bi-level will also need separate utilities metering if required by your utility companies, proper sound separation

between units, and compliance with Calgary's residential parking requirements. The lower level needs to be

designed as a complete dwelling unit with kitchen, bathroom, living area, and at least one bedroom.

Professional Requirements and Next Steps

You'll need building permits for any electrical, plumbing, or structural work. All electrical and plumbing work must be

done by licensed contractors and inspected by certified City of Calgary Safety Codes Officers. Start by consulting

with an architect or designer familiar with Calgary's secondary suite requirements to assess your specific bi-level

layout and create compliant plans.

Calgary Construction Network — calgaryconstructionnetwork.com — Generated April 5, 2026



Contact the City of Calgary at 311 or visit calgaryplanningpermit.ca to begin the development permit process. Most

bi-level conversions run $40,000-$80,000 depending on the extent of kitchen and bathroom work required.

---

Find a General Contractors Contractor

Calgary Construction Network connects you with experienced contractors in the directory:

Bow Valley Climate Management Ltd ?

Mike’s Restoration Service ?

True North Overhead Doors ?

Browse all contractors ?

Q11

How to soundproof a basement suite in a new build for rental income in
Mahogany?

Soundproofing a basement suite in your new Mahogany home requires proper planning during

construction to meet Alberta Building Code requirements and create a comfortable rental space. Since

you're building new, you have the perfect opportunity to incorporate superior sound control measures that would be

expensive to retrofit later.

For a legal secondary suite in Calgary, you'll need both a development permit and building permit, with the suite

meeting all Alberta Building Code requirements including fire separation, egress windows, and proper ceiling

heights (minimum 1.95m). The building code requires sound transmission class (STC) ratings of 50 or higher

between dwelling units, but for rental income properties, you'll want to exceed these minimums significantly.

Wall soundproofing should start with your framing approach. Use staggered stud construction (2x4 studs on 2x6

plates) or double-wall systems to eliminate direct sound transmission paths. Install acoustic insulation (rock wool

or fiberglass) in all wall cavities between the suite and main floor. Add resilient channels or sound isolation clips

with hat channel before installing two layers of 5/8" drywall with Green Glue damping compound between layers.

This system can achieve STC ratings of 55-65, well above code minimums.

Floor/ceiling assemblies are critical in Mahogany's newer homes where families with children live above rental

suites. The standard approach uses acoustic underlay (cork, rubber, or specialized acoustic materials) under the

main floor flooring, combined with resilient channels on the basement ceiling. Install acoustic insulation in the floor
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joist cavities, then resilient channels perpendicular to joists, followed by two layers of 5/8" drywall with acoustic

sealant at all joints. For premium soundproofing, consider floating floor systems on the main level or suspended

ceiling systems in the basement.

HVAC soundproofing requires separate systems for each unit (required by code anyway), with proper ductwork

design to minimize sound transmission. Use flexible duct connections, acoustic duct liner, and ensure no shared

ductwork between units. Install acoustic dampers where ducts penetrate between units and use sound-rated

bathroom fans (less than 1.0 sones).

In Mahogany's clay soil conditions, ensure your basement waterproofing is exceptional since moisture issues

can compromise soundproofing materials over time. The community's newer construction standards typically

include proper exterior drainage, but verify your builder includes full perimeter weeping tile and quality foundation

waterproofing.

Professional guidance is essential for new construction soundproofing. Your architect or builder should specify

acoustic assemblies in the plans, and you'll need building permit approval showing compliance with Alberta Building

Code sound transmission requirements. Electrical and plumbing rough-ins must maintain acoustic integrity - use

acoustic sealant around all penetrations and avoid back-to-back electrical boxes between units.

Typical costs for superior basement suite soundproofing in Calgary range from $8,000-$15,000 above standard

construction, including upgraded wall assemblies, ceiling systems, and acoustic materials. This investment pays

dividends in rental income potential and tenant satisfaction.

Next steps: Work with your builder and architect to specify acoustic assemblies in your building plans before permit

submission. The City of Calgary requires development permit approval for secondary suites, followed by building

permits with proper acoustic specifications. Schedule acoustic inspections during construction to verify proper

installation of sound control measures.

---

Find a Basement Renovations Contractor

Calgary Construction Network connects you with experienced contractors in the directory:

Maple Leaf Appliance Repair ?

Premium Built Structures ?

Chems & Sons Construction/Cleaning Services Inc ?

Browse all contractors ?

Calgary Construction Network — calgaryconstructionnetwork.com — Generated April 5, 2026



Q12

Adding a secondary suite to my 1960s split-level in Parkland - do I need a
separate furnace, or can I zone the existing one?

You can typically zone your existing furnace for a secondary suite in a 1960s split-level, but you'll need to

upgrade your system to handle the additional load and meet Alberta Building Code requirements for

separate temperature control.

Most 1960s split-levels in Parkland have adequate furnace capacity to handle a secondary suite addition, especially

since these homes often have oversized heating systems by today's standards. However, your existing ductwork

will need significant modifications to properly serve both units. The Alberta Building Code requires secondary suites

to have independent temperature control, which means installing a zoned system with separate thermostats for

each unit.

A zoned system uses motorized dampers in the ductwork controlled by separate thermostats for each zone (your

main house and the suite). When one thermostat calls for heat, only that zone's dampers open. This approach is

typically more cost-effective than installing a completely separate furnace system, with zoning upgrades running

$3,000-$8,000 compared to $8,000-$15,000 for a second furnace system.

Calgary's climate considerations make proper heating design critical. Your HVAC contractor will need to perform

a Manual J heat load calculation to ensure your existing furnace can handle the additional square footage. Most

1960s furnaces in Calgary are 80,000-120,000 BTU units, and a typical secondary suite adds 15,000-25,000 BTU

of heating load. If your existing furnace is undersized, you may need to upgrade to a larger unit anyway.

Code requirements under the Alberta Building Code include fire separation between units (typically achieved with

drywall to the underside of the subfloor above), which can complicate ductwork routing. Your HVAC contractor must

maintain proper fire ratings where ducts penetrate the fire separation. All work requires an HVAC permits through

the City of Calgary and inspections by accredited Safety Codes Officers.

Professional guidance is essential here. An experienced HVAC contractor will assess your existing system

capacity, ductwork layout, and electrical supply (many 1960s homes need electrical panel upgrades from 100A to

200A service). Don't attempt this as a DIY project - improper zoning can cause pressure imbalances, comfort

issues, and equipment damage.

Next steps: Get quotes from licensed HVAC contractors who specialize in secondary suite conversions. They'll

perform the heat load calculation, design the zoning system, and handle all permits and inspections. Also

remember you'll need a development permit from the City of Calgary for the secondary suite itself - apply through

calgaryplanningpermit.ca before starting any work.
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Find a Hvac Contractor

Calgary Construction Network connects you with experienced contractors in the directory:

Safe Home Radon Solutions ?

Mr Garage Doors ?

Makki Abatement ?

Browse all contractors ?

Disclaimer: This guide is provided for informational purposes only by Calgary Construction Network. It does not constitute

professional advice. Always consult qualified, licensed contractors and your local building authority before starting any

construction or renovation project. Information is current as of April 5, 2026 and may change. Visit

calgaryconstructionnetwork.com for the latest answers.

Calgary Construction Network — calgaryconstructionnetwork.com — Generated April 5, 2026


